My experience over the last few years suggests that students who do the reading, and particularly students who do the reading before the class the reading is assigned for, do much better in the class than students who simply attend the lectures. I expect that you to do roughly and hour of reading for every hour of class time, about 2 ½ hours per week. A chapter in Hughes and Cain takes at most an hour to read, as does a chapter in Atack and Passell. I have assigned 13 chapters in Hughes and Cain and 11 chapters in Atack and Passell, which is about 24 hours of reading. I have also assigned 7 -10 articles from professional journals, which will take another hour a piece, for a total of about 35 hours of reading outside of class.
Grades in the class will be based on a set of exams: four quizzes, a midterm, and a final.
Over the course of the semester I will give six quizzes. The quiz questions will be both prospective and retrospective, that is, they will cover material that you are supposed to have read but we have not covered in class, and material that we have covered in class. Quizzes will be every other Wednesday: 2/8, 2/22, 3/7, 4/4, 4/18, and 5/2. I will count the best four quizzes toward your final grade. There will be no make-ups on the quizzes. Quiz questions will be very short answer essays and multiple choice. The midterm and final will be a combination of essay questions and multiple choice questions (about three-quarters of the weight will be on the essays).
The midterm will be on March 14 and the final exam will be on the day and time scheduled by the University: Wednesday, May 16, 1:30-3:30.
Weights on the exams are:
Quizzes: 20% Midterm: 35% Final: 45%
